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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form ttie 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Covington 
(3,401,874). 

Covington discloses a rotary flow inducing device (Figs. 1-6) comprising a rotary flow 
inducing blade 12, a protection mechanism 10 comprising a trigger 34 to move the protection 
mechanism between an operational flow configuration (deployed configuration, Figs. 1, 3) an a 
protective no-flow configuration (stowed configuration. Fig. 2) with respect to the rotary flow 
inducing blade; 

wherein the protection mechanism comprises a collapsible wall (umbrella cover 22) 
blocking a flow path of the rotary flow inducing blade in the protective no-flow configuration 
(Fig. 2) and retracted from the flow path in the operational flow configuration (Fig. 1); 

wherein the collapsible wall comprises a plurality of folded portions altematingly offset 
from one another (Figs 1,2); 

wherein the protection mechanism comprises a motion suppression device (ribs 24; col. 
4, lines 3-9) adapted to suppress motion of the rotary flow inducing blade in the protective no- 
flow configuration; and 
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wherein the motion suppression device comprises a brake mechanism (ribs 24; col. 4, 
lines 3-9). 

3. Claims 11-15, 19, 25-28, and 34-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Dickey et al. (6,422,814). 

Dickey discloses a system comprising a chassis having a receptacle (Figs. 1-5); a rotary 
flow inducing device 200 (Figs. 1, 2) movable between an inserted position in the receptacle and 
a removed position from the receptacle, wherein the rotary flow inducing device comprises a 
plurality of rotary flow inducing blades 210 in a flow passage; a braking mechanism 250 coupled 
to the rotary flow inducing device, wherein the braking mechanism has a free configuration 
permitting rotation of the plurality of rotary flow inducing blades in the inserted position (col. 1, 
lines 34-38) and a braked configuration suppressing rotation of the plurality of rotary flow 
inducing blades in the removed position; and an actuator coupled to the braking mechanism and 
adapted to change the braking mechanism from the free configuration to the braked 
configuration upon removal from the receptacle; 

wherein the chassis comprises a computer system (col. 2, lines 7-16); 

wherein the flow inducing device comprises a cooling fan 200 (Fig. 2); and 

wherein the braking mechanism comprises a stopping member 254 engageable with the 
plurality of rotary flow inducing blades in the braked configuration (Fig. 2). 
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4. Claims 31 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Covington. 
Covington discloses a fan (Figs. 1-6) adapted for insertion into and removal from a 

chassis (the lower shaft portion 16; Fig. 3) during operation of the fan; a blind mechanism 22 
coupled to the fan, wherein the bhnd mechanism has an open configuration (Figs. 1, 3) freeing 
flow of the fan in the inserted position (wherein the upper shaft 18 is inserted into the lower shaft 
16) and a closed configuration. blocking flow of the fan in the removed position (when the 
umbrella is in a stowed configuration in Fig. 2 with the upper shaft 18 is removed from the lower 
shaft 16); 

wherein the blind mechanism comprises a blind actuator 34 adapted to move a collapsible 
blind structure between the closed configuration and the open configuration upon removal from 
the receptacle and upon insertion into the receptacle, respectively. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 6-10 and 20-24, due to the limitations of the rotary flow inducing device 
comprising a plurality of rotary flow inducing blades in a flow passage, and a blind mechanism 
coupled to the rotary flow inducing device, wherein the blind mechanism has an open 
configuration freeing the flow passage in the inserted position and a closed configuration 
blocking the flow passage in the removed position, are allowed. 

6. Claim 18, due to the limitations of means for blocking and unblocking a flow passage of 
a rotary flow inducing device having a plurality of rotary flow inducing blades disposed in the 
flow passage, and means for actuating the means for blocking and unblocking upon movement of 
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the rotary flow inducing device to a removed position from a receptacle and to an inserted 
position in the receptacle, respectively, are allowed. 

7. Claims 16, 17, 29, 30, 32, and 37-40 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Prior Art 

<> 

The. prior art made of record but not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure and consists of 2 patents. 

StoU et al. (6,174,232) and Ames (5,921,753) are cited to show fans having a shutter 
mechanism and a brake system, respectively. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Ninh Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4823. The examiner can be normally reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Look, can be reached at (571) 272-4820. The fax number for this group is 
(571)273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application ^formation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, please go to http://pair-direct.uspto.gov or contact the Electronic Business center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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